[VERTEBRAL OSTEOMYELITIS CAUSED BY RARE PATHOGENS--THE NEED FOR HIGH INDEX OF SUSPICION].
Vertebral OsteomyeLitis (V.O.) is a rare event that usually presents insidiously and follows an indolent clinical course, making early diagnosis difficult. The most important infecting organism in V.O. is Staphylococcus aureus, followed by gram-negative bacilli. We describe herein two cases of V.O. hospitalized in our department during the same week, caused by rare pathogens--Streptococcus sanguis (viridans) and Bacteroides fragilis. V.O. must be recognized rapidly because delay in diagnosis and treatment can result in neurologic compromise and high mortality. Its prompt and accurate diagnosis depends on detailed knowledge of the disease along with a high index of suspicion, even in face of rare pathogens on bacteriology results.